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Vejle Å                      

Vejle Valley provides a fasci-
nating example of the way the 
interplay of ice and water can 
shape a landscape. In places, 
the valley’s contours are wide, 
flat-bottomed and rolling, in 
others narrow and dramatic. 
The flat sections of the valley 
result from the action of ice 
lakes in the distant past, of 
which there have been three 
large ones in the valley. Seen 
from the east, the first was 
located at the valley floor bet-
ween Vejle and Skibet: Skibet 
Ice Lake. The second extended 
from Vingsted to Vork, and the 
third was in Sønderkær below 
Runkenbjerg: Spjarup Ice- 

Lake. They were all created 
by the ice margin as it moved 
back and forth. When the ice 
was on the retreat meltwater 
lakes formed between a lateral 
moraine of clay, sand and gravel 
deposits and the front of the ice 
sheet itself. The lakes levelled 
out the valley floor leaving the 
flat valley sections of today. 
Vejle Valley was not formerly 
sea bed neither was it a river-
bed. In fact, there’s never been 
enough water in Vejle Valley for 
it to be thought of as a river. The 
rolling and idyllic landscape in 
the stretch between Kongens 
Kær and Haraldskær was left  
by an ice lake.

Haraldskær
Haraldskær is a proper old manor 
house where a young maide dres-
sed in white is said to wander 
every night from the churchyard 
through Haraldskær and down to 
the river. Haraldskær first appears 
in the his-torical record in the 15th 
Century but is probably older. It 
enjoys an advantageous position 
right on the Vejle River crossing 
on the route of the former Royal 
Highway between Koldinghus and 
Skanderborg Castle. Today, the 
main building is a hotel and confe-
rence centre owned by the Danish 
Union of Teachers and operated 
by Sinatur. The breeding farm and 
two manor fields and woodland 
are owned by Vejle Municipality. 

Kærhuset, which is situated in the 
north wing, is available for trips. 

Church 
The small Romanesque Skibet 
Church nestles in the middle of 
the valley on a low hill. The church 
has no tower and was built from 
the local valley limestone. Frescos 
dating back to around 1200 are 
still to be seen in the choir. The 
name Skibet (which in Danish 
means ”the ship”) stems from the 
old-Danish word ”skida,” meaning 
cloven plank and may refer to the 
medieval Haraldskær.

Mineral water and water power  
Legend has it that a blind man reco-
vered his sight after washing his 

face in a spring in Helligkilde woods. 
Thereafter, the spring became a 
popular destination for pilgrims and 
the sick who wanted to sample 
the healing waters. Markets selling 
everything from copper vessels and 
clay pots to spirits and honey cakes 
sprung up to cater for the pilgrims, 
but because of the drunkenness and 
fighting that went with them the mar-
kets were closed and the spring was 
tapped in 1840. Today, the spring 
trickles gently forth at the edge 
of the forest close to the ruins of 
Kvak Mill. Kvak Mill was the most 
recent of the Haraldskær mills. The 
river has been diverted around the 
mill dam to aid the passage of fish 
and aquatic insects.

Improvements to the country-
side around Haraldskær 
In 1997, a 350 meter stretch of Vej-
le River was returned to its natural 
course. The river was straightened 
in the 1860’s and the new measu-
res have rein-troduced the original 
bends. This has brought more life 
to the river and made the surroun-
ding meadows wetter. Large parts 
of the meadows are often covered 
by water during the  winter months, 
something which attracts large 
numbers of birds. A portion of the 
old canal has been retained as a 
long lake to show how the river 
once looked. Grazing animals 
keep many of the meadows free of 
bushes and trees, thus retaining 
the area’s manor parkland aspect.

Vejle Valley
Ice lakes in Vejle Valley

Haraldskær with main building from circa. 1590 and the red breeding buildings in the background

Further information is available from Vejle  
Municipality: Tel.: 7681 0000 or mail:  
teknikogmiljo@vejle.dk and
Nature Agency Trekantsområdet: 72 54 30 00.

For an overview of ramblers’ routes or to 
download a guide visit :
www.Okolariet.dk and www.visitvejle.dk
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    A western marsh orchid on the meadows near Kvak Mill                                

The view from a watchtower 



 

 
The many meadow waterholes 
thrive each spring with millions 
of frogs which are a rich source 
of sustenance to meadow birds 
and animals. Otters have also 
returned to the valley. Much of the 
ancient woodland on the Harald-
skær estate has been left unten-
ded leaving it free to a welter of 
fungi, insects, herbs and birds. In 
addition, new municipal woodland 
areas have been planted on the 
hill country south of Haraldskær.

Haraldskær Wood Lille Wood, 
Helligkilde Wood, Ballegab Wood, 
Nørre Plantation and the newly-
planted Jubilæum Wood are all 
the property of Vejle Municipality. 
Between 1990 and 2002, 40 hec 
 

 
tares of new woodland, including 
Jubilæums Wood, were planted 
including apple and plum trees 
along the local lanes, so feel free 
to pluck some! Haraldskær Wood 
is home to one of the county’s lar-
gest populations of badgers. The 
wood includes both deciduous 
and evergreen trees in peaceful 
and undulating country, making 
it a perfect habitat for badgers. 
There are 5 setts with about 25-30 
badgers.

Uhrhøj/Himmelpind
Himmelpind was a popular desti-
nation in the mid 20th Century, 
with one of the country’s most 
popular inns: Trædballehus, a 
pleasure garden and, not least, 

P.C. Skovgaard ”The large Vejle meadow. A summer afternoon 1867.” The property of  Vejle Museum of Art.

Vejle’s first Zoo, an institution 
which Givskud Zoo can trace its 
roots to.
 
Kiselgur near Slelde/Østengård 
In the early 1930s, and for about 
25 years thereafter, Slede was the 
site of intensive mining operati-
ons. Large quantities, up to 2000 
tons a year, of kieselgur were 
extracted. This light and porous 
material was used for insulation 
in central heating systems and 
boilers, amongst other things. 
Diatom shells are, however, still to 
be seen around and about in the 
Østengård area.

Knabberup Lake - Kongens Kær
There’s a sort of miniature version 

of New York’s Central Park close 
to the centre of Vejle. The lake and
marshland complex measures 
some 100 hectares. The area was 
previously used for grazing with 
water being removed with the help 
of drainage channels and pumps. 
Two major reclamation projects 
were implemented between 2004
and 2009 and these have transfor-
med the area into mudflats, mea-
dowland and lakes. The area helps 
to lower nitrogen leaching and the 
measures were introduced as part 
of a general water environment im-
provement strategy. Pathsbrid-ges 
and watch towers give the visi- 
tor plenty of opportunities to get 
close to local bird life.

The winding river at Haraldskær where the remains of drainage channels are still to be seen.

 The otter back in Vejle Valley  Viewing Tower at Kongens Kær

Did you know that... ? 
Diatoms are small single-celled organisms, deposits of which 
collected over millions of years before the ice ages in both 
seas and lakes. Compressed layers of these algae formed 
what we now call diatomite or kieselgur. Large shallow kie-
selgur deposits were found in the Vejle area at Østengård 
and on the north and south sides of Rands Fjord.

Vejle Valley 
Kongens Kær, Knabberup og Haraldskær
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bridge and back along the Binde-
balle path.  

➌ Højen River 
 A 2 km ramble along Højen River 
which is surrounded by ancient 
forests and steep slopes. A large 
waterfall gives the area a mountain-
stream feel and unusual animal life. 
Water starlings and kingfishers are 
frequent visitors, and the woods are 
home to a number of rare plants 
including  toothwort, greater butterfly 
orchid and yellow anemone. The 
route from the Højen River path to 
Mølholm Valley (see the Sønder 
Wood folder) is signposted.

➍  Slelde/Østengård  
A demanding 4 km route starting 
from the carpark on Østengårdvej 
or Knabberupvej. The path pas-
ses through woodland and past 

hedgerows, alder swamp  
and springs which used to provide 
water to Slelde fish farm. The 
first stage of the route consists of 
an abrupt climb up to an excel-
lent viewpoint with views of Vejle 
Valley, Kongens Kær and Ravning 
from a watchtower. The route 
continues along lanes and paths 
down through a residential area. 
Much of the year the path is wet 
or damp in several places and 
robust footwear is recommended.

There are 5 ramblers’ routes close 
to Vejle town that take visitors all 
round the lower reaches of Vejle 
Valley.
The stipulations of the Danish 
Nature Protection Act apply.
You may:
•  cycle and walk on lanes and
   paths in open country 
•  cycle and walk on lanes and 
   paths in private woods from 
   06:00 till sunset 
•  leave paths and access public 
   areas at night 
•  dogs should be kept on a leash 
   at all times

➊ Haraldskær Manor 
3.5 km route through the park follo

wing the Bindeballe path past Skibet 
Church. Take the bridge across Vejle 
River and follow the path up to the 
valley edge. There are exceptional 
views of the Haraldskær Manor 
grounds, Skibet Church and the we-
stern reaches of the valley. Visitors 
can also take a short detour into the 
newly-planted woods opposite the 
valley where numerous fruit trees, 
planted here and there, enrich the 
valley in the late summer.

➋ Kongens Kær- Knabberup Lake 
8 km route. Starting from Vejle, fol-
low the south side of Kongens Kær 
and cross Vejle River by the bridge 
and continue along the river bank to 
the anglers’ clubhouse, under the

Trips in the area

The campsite with shelters, tent site, bonfire site and toilet at Kvak Mill 

 The coast to coast path and Hærvejen follow the Bindeballe path

 Cattle keep the meadows open        

The walkway on the path by Kongens Kær                        

A sea eagle visits Kongens Kær 

➎ Urhøj/Himmelpind
 A 3 km route there and back 
starting from Vardevej or Venusvej. 
The route takes in grasslands, ash 
swamp and tall beechwood. Him-
melpind  provides one of the most 

beautiful views of Vejle and Vejle 
valley. Below Planetbyen there’s 
a forest play area for the kids and 
a bonfire site with a shelter where 
you can enjoy your packed lunch. 
There are also various noticeboards 
with information about local geology, 
culture and natural history. 

➊  Haraldskær–Nr.Vilstrup–Vejle 
A cycling route of approx. 15 km in 
length. Leave Haraldskær and cycle 

up over the valley side through the 
new woodland areas to Nr. Vilstrup. 
Follow the country lanes along Ribe 
Landevej over Højen Stream to Bou-
levarden in Vejle, from which you 
can return to your starting point via 
Bindeballe path.

➋  Haraldskær – Helligkilde 
Wood – Haraldskær Factory. A 6 km 
cycling route. Exit the breeding farm 
and follow Møllevejen (Mill Road) 
past the pollarded  polars and the 
ruins of Kvak Mill. Follow Fabriksve-
jen through Helligkilde Wood past 
springs, woodland areas, Harald-
skær Factory and  Dronningens 
Marsh where the bog body of Dr. 
Gunhild was discovered, and return 
through the open manor grounds. 

The view to the west over Kongens Kær and Knabberup Lake                                                                

Kongens Kær attracts greylag geese                                                                                                      
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Canoeing and angling 
The stretch between Tørskind Bridge and Vejle 

Fjord is navigable by canoe or kayak, however, 

users must acquire a guest permit. These are 

available from Visit Vejle. Angling is permitted 

from selected points along Vejle River. Fishing 

permits and regulations are available from Visit 

Vejle.

 
Campsites 
There’s a primitive campsite next to Kvak 

Mill and a bonfire site and toilet are available. 

There’s also a barbecue site at Haraldskær 

Breeding Farm. 

Walks at Vingsted and Vork

Legend                    Waymarked routesHærvejen walking and cycling

The Coast to Coast trail Walks which is not marked
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Bike ride that is not marked

Regional bicycle rutes  Parking

Tables and benchesTent site Shelter site

Walks at Sønderskoven  
and Mølholm Ådal

Public land

Pretty view

Site for a campfire Nature fitness
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Coordinates for parking
Kvak Mølle           55°42’4,1”N,      9°25’45,7”E

Haraldskær Skov     55°42’0,1”N,     9°26’28,0”E

Haraldskær           55°42’6,3”N,     9°26’7,8”E

Knabberup           55°42’26,6”N,   9°28’19,2”E

Østengård           55°42’51,6”N,   9°28’3,9”E

Kongens Kær           55°41’58,4”N,   9°30’21,4”E 

Urhøj, rute 5             55°43’3,9”N,     9°30’51,3”E

Planetstien           55°42’21,2”N,   9° 31’ 57,1”E


